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On Feb. 11 in a televised address, President Cesar Gaviria announced a decree establishing a
temporary war tax to finance the government's fight against leftist rebels. In addition to higher
income taxes, charges on long distance telephone service will be raised by 2%. The president said
the government hopes to collect an additional 50 billion pesos (about US$100 million). Gaviria also
announced the establishment of a government commission to accelerate peace talks with the rebels
in Colombia and abroad. According to government statistics, in the past 40 days, rebel offensives
have caused the deaths of 328 people, including civilians, police, government troops and rebels.
On Feb. 10, guerrilla leaders announced plans to escalate the war unless the government agreed to
withdraw troops from rebel occupied areas, and to initiate top-level peace talks. Military sources
announced Monday the addition of 3,200 troops to forces combatting the rebel offensive. The
offensive was launched early last month by the National Liberation Army (ELN), and the Colombian
Revolutionary Armed Forces (FARC). (Basic data from several reports by AFP, 02/11/91)
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